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MULTISTATE TAX COMMISSION

To: Multistate Tax Commission

From: Executive Committee

Date: July 22, 2014

Subject: Suggested Amendments to Public Participation Policy Section 5(b)

Attached are suggested amendments to the Commission’s Public Participation Policy
(PPP), section 5, Reguired open and public meetings (specifically 5(b) dealing with teleconferences).

These amendments are suggested primarily for two reasons: (1) to confirm the
Commission’s current practice with respect to providing public access via telecommunication
to the portions of all commission meetings open to the public, and (2) to make it clear that
the telecommunications tools now widely available may be used to ensure the orderly conduct
of commission meetings. Clarification with respect to required roll-call voting is also achieved
(conforming to long-standing practices).

These suggested amendments were approved by the Executive Committee at its
meeting on May 8, 2014. Pursuant to bylaw 12, the 60-day prior notice that the Commission
would consider these amendments at its July 30, 2014, meeting was provided to the public and
the states on May 23, 2014.

A clean version of section 5 after the amendments follows, and is followed by a
redline version that shows the amendments.
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Section 5. Required open and public meetings

(b) Nothing in this policy shall be construed to prohibit the Commission or a
Commission body from holding an open or closed meeting using telecommunication, subject
to all of the following:

(1) Whether the meeting is conducted entirely by telecommunication or by
telecommunication in connection with an in-person meeting —

(A) The meeting must comply with all requirements of this policy
applicable to other meetings.

(B) The member of the Commission or Commission body or
Commission staff who is conducting the meeting may use telecommunication
features and controls to ensure the orderly conduct of the meeting.

(2) If the meeting is being conducted by telecommunications in connection
with an in-person meeting —

(A) The portion of the in-person meeting that is required to be open to
the public will be audible to those joining by telecommunication.

(B) The public will be provided with telecommunication access

information in addition to location information in the notice of the meeting.

(C) At least one member of the Commission or Commission body or
an employee of the Commission or a member State will be physically present
at a location specified in the notice of the meeting.

(3) If the meeting is being conducted entirely by telecommunications —

(A) The public will be provided with telecommunication access
information for the portion of the meeting that is required to be open to the
public in the notice of the meeting.

(B) All votes taken during the meeting shall be by roll call.
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Section 5. Required open and public meetings
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(3) If the meeting is being conducted entirely by telecommunications —

(A) The public will be provided with telecommunication access

information for the portion of the meeting that is required to be open to the
public in the notice of the meeting.

(B) All votes taken during the meeting shall be by roll call.




